SMART Girls
Our spring SMART Girls program is always a member favorite, and
this year we have been trying new and whimsical activities to engage
our Girls.
Our Cooperation and Conflict Session was a group effort to find and rescue a fairy friend in our Smart Girls Fairy Quest Escape Room!
We also welcomed a visitor for our Fitness Session, Miss Heather from
Sunflower Healing Studios. Our girls got to embrace their inner trees
and flowers in a small professionally led Yoga session. Miss Heather’s
wonderful studio even gifted the Club a GENEROUS donation of brand
new yoga mats!!

ART and STEM
We welcomed an incredible new art instructor to our Bay City Unit this
month! Miss Erika has been a hit with the kiddos and keeps the
whimsy going with every project. Our Favorite this month were the
Buggle Biomes!
Members created a ‘Buggle’ friend in one activity, and during the
next, they discussed and made Biomes with different Ecosystems
their Buggles might live in. Each member chose unique environments such as, arctic glitter globes, desert dust domes, and of
course fairy forests!

St. Patrick's Day
The Bay City Club celebrated St. Paddy’s Day! Our members enjoyed acting as mischievous leprechauns by throwing green and
white streamers all over the Club’s game room! They enjoyed a
special “drive In” movie marathon of Shrek 1 and 2 in our teen
center, and they worked hard to build leprechaun traps to hide
ALL OVER after reading “How To Catch A Leprechaun”
Our themed activity in the gym involved even more sneaky fun with a
good team-building game of Leprechaun’s Gold or well…green!

Member of the Month: Rico Barrientes
We are proud to celebrate Rico Barrientes as our member of the month for March 2022.
One of our newest members, Rico has been a great addition to our Club community! He
is always caught being positive and is willing to try new things. He never fails to find an
activity to do each day. It has been great watching Rico learn and gain confidence
every single day. He was also this month’s third place winner in our Lego housebuilding contest with his super sweet houseboat! Congratulations Rico!
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Power Hour / Project Learn / My Futures
Project Learn also vamped it up for safety with the help of
National Geographic by researching fire, tornado, earthquake and volcanoes this month. The kiddos enjoyed the science aspect
the most. Making fire extinguishers and building firehouses with Legos.
42 members participated in Youth for Unity sessions on MyFuture. Pinconning placed THIRD in the Nation! Madilynn K. placed first for her
hand sewn plushie and Elhana M placed second for her hand sewn
plushie in their respective age groups. very exciting!

Safety was our number 1 priority this month. Drills were run for
fire, tornado and active intruders. Our focus is to keep all our
kiddos safe and that is what is most important. We had BGCA visit
and give us additional insight into safety best practices and policies.
Triple Play: our most favorite, dodgeball league, ended this
month. The players were excited to participate in our build your
own ice cream sundae party. Set a record this month including
ping pong tap, stare down and around the world.

Learners in Leadership (formerly Smart Girls), is in full swing and
the sessions are amazing! We had Cherina Johnson as one of our
guest speakers and she presenting an inspiring session for
hygiene and fitness. She encouraged all the participants to
speak out for themselves and be confident because we are
all unique. She brought goodie bags and her book that
she published.
Beauty and Me also presented in person and was a
smashing success as always! The girls love modeling and
were able to show off their skills they learned during a
runway walk after Britney and several models presented
on their session entitled Beauty and the Media Beast.

These young people are learning so many life skills each week
and glean so much from the time and talents of all the guests,
thank you very much for taking a moment to inspire these young
people.
Member of the Month: Charlie Wible.
Member of the Month for March in Pinconning is 6 year old, Charlie Wible! He is very
active in the Club participating in every program we have to offer, from dodgeball, to
art, all the way to Project Learn. Any program Charlie participates in he is respectful,
honest and encouraging. A friend needs help; he eagerly helps. A member needs a
reminder of expectations; Charlie reminds them or finds a staff member to do so. He
earned Member of the Month for March for consistently portraying all of these positive characteristics and his willingness to help staff. Congratulations Charlie!
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Triple play
For the month of March members played the Hula Hoop Rock Paper
Scissors challenge. This game requires teamwork, good sportsmanship,
speed and your mind. Members also played 21 Street ball, dodge ball, basketball and kick
ball. We had challenges such as dance, hula hoop and soccer. Members participated in
workouts and warmups which included toe touches, planks, laps, hokey pokey and Cha- Cha
slide. Meetings are held daily on good sportsmanship and teamwork. This Month we introduced the Power Hour Race (Members race against each other before power hour) and the
go home race (Members compete in varies races with other members).
Smart Girls/ Girls Rock
Dance, Friendship, Teamwork, Sisterhood, Problem Solving and SELF LOVE were the topics
in Girls Rock for March. Members brainstormed about many ways to beautify our club. We
discussed adding a small fish tank to help members calm down, making the hallways more
colorful and even doing fundraisers, to raise money to paint the game room. Topics also
included hygiene, being a good friend, gossip, bullying,
social media safety and much

Member of the Month Annual Dinner
One of the Boys & Girls Club most special events is our
annual dinner. This dinner is to honor our members with
exceptional behavior, most improved, or even good
sportsmanship. This year 15 members were nominated
to received Member of the Month. Over 95% of our members received a reward for Power Hour, Project Learn, and Summer Brain
Gain. This year we also included fun, cool, and crazy awards; such as
Best dress, Most Funny, Best Dancer, most successful, most improved, and much more! After the awards ceremony, members and
their families enjoyed pizza, fruit salad, cupcakes and punch!

Before social media and video games took over
We enjoy taking our members to “A Blast from the Past”! For
the month of March, we introduced a day of board games, puzzles, arts & crafts, coloring and more! For the month of March,
there were NO video games, limited time on TV and computerized devices. Members learned the value of team work, friendship, the
buddy system, and unity. It was a cool experience seeing the older members help the younger members with their puzzles.

Member of the Month: Nariyah!
Meet Nariyah! She is in the 6th grade and has been a Club member for 5 years!
It is an honor to watch this little girl grow into a young lady. You will find her
helping other members do the right thing. She is an excellent big sister, little sister, friend, and daughter. You can find her in the gym, dance team, SMART
Girls, Girls Scouts, Power Hour, and any activity; to help build good sportsmanship and character! Thank you, Nariyah, for always striving to be your best you!
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March Celebration Days: This month we celebrated reading
month with the theme Reading Rocks, celebrated National
Downs Syndrome Awareness Day, and celebrated St. Patrick’s
Day. We had a month filled with themed days like wearing
green, crazy socks, pajama day, country day, 80’s day,
etc. The Garber Boys Varsity Basketball team also finished
their volunteer program this month with a huge kids vs. the
team Basketball Game. The members had such a fun time
with them and hope to see more players next season.
Annual Dinner: Our Annual Dinner was a huge success. 11 of our 12
honorees were in attendance. Our theme was Wilding Out and we
took pictures and put the kids with different wild animals they would
have seen on a safari. Coonans Irish Pub made and donated a pasta
and salad dinner for the members and their families and Ms. Mandi
made cupcakes for everyone. We laughed and talked and took pictures, and had a wonderful time celebrating with all of our members.

S/E Learning: Our social/emotional learning area is a
huge success. We give the kids relaxing methods and
tools to deal with all the stresses and obstacles they
have to overcome throughout their lives. The biggest
hit is yoga on Monday’s. The kids love it and have even
looked up poses and stretches to add to Miss Cassidy’s
program.
Project Learn/Summer Brain Gain: We’ve started our
transition from project learn to summer brain gain. The
reason is that plants, and gardens are our theme and we
need to get some of the seeds started. The kids loved
planting the seeds and learning what is going to come
next. These plants will hopefully be ready to give to parents for Mothers Day. Mr. Lawrence is a wonderful agriculturist and is very excited to be running this with
them. They are even going to clone some plants before the end of the season.

Member of the Month: Alex W.

Alex is in 5th grade. His favorite subject is Science and he really loves the
experiments they do. When he’s at Club his favorite spots are the gym
and being outside. The way I describe Alex is empathetic, kind, helpful,
quiet, great big brother, active, and funny. He also has a flair for dramatics
and is in Garbers upcoming one act play SharkBoy and Lava Girl. I can’t
wait to see the play and see Alex grow and the great things he will do.
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Project Learn
Our most recent book was Elmer’s Color by David Mckee. The story is about an
elephant, Elmer, who is born unlike the other elephants; he is patchwork colored! Elmer’s raises the question about value and it is important that our members know how valuable they are. Doing Project Learn, each week is a very important program where the kids can listen to different stories and relate to the
characters. On one of our days we had the kids write down positive Self-affirmations and we
placed them around the building. So everyday, the kids can have a reminder that they are
strong, confident, powerful members of the community.
Smart Girls
This month has been about inspiring our young girls into the leaders they are. They have
been committed to coming and participating in our activities. It is admirable to see young
people coming together to support one another. They learned the value of friendship, selfworth, and being role models.

ART and STEM
Art is such an exciting time for our creative and crafty members. The kids listen to upbeat music and relax during this time. This is a time and space where
members feel free to express themselves and are proud of their work; and this
helps boost self-esteem. The activities that seem small mean so much to the
children and when we have shown the same enthusiasm they begin to strive in
different areas.
STEM classes offer experiments that members may or may not be able to do
at home. All time favorite: slime. We have the kids come in, in groups to diminish
commotion. All the materials they need pre-measured at the tables and if they
need more of anything a staff member comes to help them. After we get through all the kids
that wanted to make slime they can come back and play with their slime in the room or even
play with each other’s since most of them make them differently.

Triple Play
Kids CampUs members love Triple Play. Each day they look forward to
the games and activities that unleash their amazing skills. There are
so many cool games they play, but the main thing they kids love
more than anything is wrestling with one another. We often bring
out the mats for the kids to wrestle on to enjoy themselves and they
most definitely do. So, as many know, the kids come up to the mat in
sets of two and shake each other’s hands before starting, then the kids try their
best to get their opponent off the mat to be declared winner. The kids enjoy it
and ask for this level of fun every day, that is why we have been doing this over
the past months. They love it and it brings out so many positive traits among our
members.

Member of the Month: DeMarayon Haley
DeMarayon is an outstanding member here at the Boys and Girls Club.

He is always out to lend a hand when he is in any of our program
spaces and he always displays respect towards the staff as well as the
club members. DeMarayon is willing to go the extra mile in helping
out; many times without being asked. He is a young role model to all
of our Club members. Congratulations DeMarayon!
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In the month of March, Mr. Rick continues to implement Triple Play, Smart Moves
and Photography.

In Smart Moves the members learned about the colors of emotion. In this lesson
they get to guess what emotion they feel in each of the colors like red for angry or
blue for sad.

In Photography Mr. Rick teaches the members to use their new skills and techniques
to take pictures of a list of items on the board for the scavenger hunt.

In Triple Play, Mr. Rick teaches the kids how to make their own commercials of the
fruit and vegetable that they had picked. After they picked their fruit or vegetable
they present it and display it on the dry erase board and made a list of healthy information of the food item that they had picked.

In March at the Bay City Club, the children participated in many different programs. We have been continuing Too Good For Drugs and Violence, Smart Moves Emotional Wellness & Lyricism 101. We also have
done many programs of Triple Play.
On Monday and Wednesdays we did Too Good For Drugs And Violence,
which consisted of managing emotions, bonding/
relationships, and communication. The children have
learned how to communicate, and several conflict resolution problems. Through this program, I have been trying to
get the
children to relate to each other and the club for a better understanding of things happening in our everyday lives.

On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the children have been doing Smart MovesEmotional Wellness and Lyricism 101. Smart Moves is focusing on the
emotional wellness of the children. We start out each session with an
emotional well-being check, then learn about their emotions and coping mechanisms. I have been trying to implement emotions that I’ve
seen happening around the club & how they can fix their reactions to
it. We also just started Yoga as a decompressing, after school Smart
Moves program! The Children learn different yoga moves & breathing
techniques to help relax them! They have loved doing all different
types of yoga!
Lyricism 101 is a rap based program that is ages 10 & up. The
childrens/teens have been learning more about rhyming and creating
their own raps. We just recently started doing online programs on My
Futures. These programs are smaller group based and lets me focus on more 1 on 1
with the children, to better understand what they’re needing a little extra help with.

Lastly, we have been doing many different Triple Play programs
to keep the children active. The children’s favorite sessions consist of basketball, sharks & minnows and doing contests for our
contest wall! It is very hard to keep the children away from just
doing those 3 activities, so we’ve been trying to create different
activities such as human Battleships!

Pinconning focused their prevention efforts in March on Triple Play, Keystone, Torch Club, and the SMART Moves Program.
Triple Play is still a fan favorite. The members love playing the different
games in the gym and games room. However, with the weather possibly
getting warmer, we can’t wait to be outside more and playing some of our
favorites under the sun.

Our SMART Moves program focused on social skills. This included effective communication, active listening skills, and decision
dilemma scenarios. They first had to work on their effective communication through verbal and nonverbal situations. For one of
the situations a partner had to make a fist and the other one had
to get him to open this fist either through nonverbal cues or verbal
cues by asking politely and confidently. Active listening had the participants make a script where they were talking with someone about
health issues. This had them focus on listening, looking at the person, keeping their mouths closed, having their bodies turned toward
the person they are talking with, and thinking about what the person is saying. Lastly, when they worked on decision dilemmas
they “learned” that they all make decisions differently and they all
have different situations and people that influence their decision making.

Keystone and Torch Club.
By FAR the most amazing experience ~ part 2!
For February’s Highlights, we forgot to mention that our Keystone and Torch
Club worked together to make Valentine’s Cards for the Incredible Jack Jack;
who has been diagnosed with a rare condition (Williams Disease) and his
parents and sister. A total of 32 cards were made for the entire family!!
March’s meetings were used to pick a community service project for April
and also narrow down a trip idea for those that participate in the Keystone
and Torch Club groups. They’re excited for what they have planned coming
up in the very near future; stay tuned for all those amazing details.

April will see Keystone, Torch Club, Triple Play, and
the SMART Moves Program continue.

