
Summer Brain Gain- members have a blast participating in summer 
brain gain with Mr. Spencer. Members have learned a lot about sea 
creatures this month in this program. They spent time researching 
different sea animals and sharing what they learned. They even rec-
reated a sea creature of their choosing with different craft supplies.  

Project Learn-One of the stories our members read in Project Learn 
this month was “The Little Mermaid”.  Members completed fun ac-
tivities with this book including building a chain linked octopus and 
used teamwork to make this octopus have very long tentacles.  

Triple Play: We ran a lot of tourna-
ments to keep all members busy. We had 
a lot of pool tournaments and air hockey 
tournaments. We ran a lot of basketball 
for teens in the afternoon but in the morn-
ing we ran a lot of games for our younger 
members such as kickball, dodgeball and 
sharks and minnows. 

Junior staff started off this summer re-
ally strong and a big help! They have 
helped us with the door and signing 
members and also helping in the conces-
sion area. Our Junior staff is a program 
we implemented to give teen members 
the chance to feel what it would be like 
to possibly work in the organization. 

 

June  2021 

Member of the Month: Chloe Schmidt 

Chloe is an absolute joy to have around the club. She always walks in with a 
smile and a positive attitude. Chloe is also such a great help in our club. She is 
always going around and helping the staff clean up! You can usually find her in 
the computer lab or games room where she chooses to spend most of her time at 
the club. Chloe loves to play with technology. We are so lucky to have Chloe as a 
member of our Bay City unit. 



Our Robotics program led in collaboration with the Garber High 
School Robotics team shifted this year to include more kids.  We 
have the biggest number of kids participating than any other year 
so far.  We now have two programs, the first for grades 4th and 
up teaches the kids with Sphero Bolt robots.  These orb shaped 
robots can be controlled by a remote control on a tablet, the kids learn how to 
control the ultra sensitive robot and make it follow courses and complete cer-
tain tasks.  The second program is for grades K-3 and are Bristle 
Bots.  These tiny bots are made out of the head of a toothbrush and a mo-
tor.  Once assembled they look like a little bug scooting across the floor.  The 
kids get to make their bots do different tasks and then right about it in a jour-
nal.  So far we’ve talked about conducting electricity, how a battery can con-
trol electricity, built our bots, and named them in our 

Field Trips are always a big hit of our summer program, and in June 
we went on two.  The first was to the Bay City State Park where we went on a 
hike through the woods, around the little pond, and to the beach and then fin-
ished off our trip at the splash pad.  The second trip was to Chippewa Nature 
Center.  The Center set up two different scavenger hunts for us each with dif-
ferent challenges at each clue marker.  The kids had a blast even though it 
was a very uncomfortably hot day. 

June 2021 

Member of the Month: Alli Caldwell.   

This very special 13 year old has been attending club in Essexville since 
she was 6.  This summer she is volunteering as a Junior Staff.  She has 
been extremely helpful in every area of the Club.  She helps with break-
fast in the morning, cooking, field trips, art, and general paperwork like 
signing kids in and making field trip and swimming lists.  Alli is very kind 
and helpful to the little members and they love hanging out with 

Summer Brain Gain is off to a great 
start.  We’re reading books pertaining to 
Pure Michigan.  The books from June 
were about Michigan’s animals and fa-
mous people from Michigan.  The big-
gest hit of the program however is our ob-
servation tanks.  We have Fiddler Crabs, an 
ant farm, caterpillars/butterflies, and lady-
bug larvae.  The kids are having so much 
fun feeding and watching them all work 
and grow. 



 
Triple Play: When the sun is out 
and shining, so are we. The children 
love going outside and being active. 
For triple play, we go outside to 
play games and head to the park. 
Recently, we have been able to 
walk to the Saginaw Children 
Zoo. It was so fun to be out-
doors looking and learning 
about the different animals. 

Summer Brain Gain 
In Summer Brain Gain, we introduced a 
book to the children and had them do 
different activities along with it. Not long 
ago, we read a Diary of a Worm, and 
had the kids make their own version of a 
diary if they were a worm. We went fish-
ing, talked about the different soil worms 
can live in along with fun edible snacks. 
Which the kids loved and were excited to 
make.  

June 2021 

Member of the Month: Karalynn Watkins  

Karalynn has been a wonderful member of the club. She is always coming to the 

club with a smile on her face. She is full of energy and excitement for the day. 

Karalynn is a respectful young lady who is always willing to participate in the ac-

tivities. She is a leader and an excellent choice for the member of the month ! 

ART:   The kids have so much fun in art. 
With being able to face paint, draw and 
spread their creativity. The kids were 
thrilled to draw with chalk on the side-
walk and make pencil toppers. It is amaz-
ing how the children are expressing their 
imaginations with a pen and paper.  



Leagues have returned: Dodgeball and 
Flag Football highlight our summer physical 
activities.  Leagues are always Co-Ed and 
showcase some of the best sportsmanship 
and leadership skills anyone can ask for.  
 

Healthy Habits:  The garden is a huge hit 
with members again this year.  So far we 
have reaped strawberries and are excited to 
watch the grapes and vegetables growing! 

 

June 2021 

Member of the Month: Landon Currell 

Landon is a 6 year member of the Pinconning Unit and sets an amazing example 

for the other Club members!  Landon is an integral part everyday success here at 

the Club.  Landon is always participating in Triple Play, Prevention and Sumer 

Brain Gain activities.  Landon sets great examples with manners, sportsmanship 

and assisting staff throughout the Club.  Congratulations Landon! 

Summer Brain Gain and Project 
Learn Programming is in full effect!  Mem-
bers are learning all about Michigan and enjoying 
several  great books lent to us by the Bay County Li-
brary System’s Pinconning Branch.  Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Arts and Math programs are im-

plemented into daily Club activities. 

Passport & Smart Girls: We 
wrapped up another super successful 
year of programming ~ a record 27 
(of 33) graduates!  We held our gradua-
tion event at the Saginaw Airborne Adventure Park.  
Programming must have been successful because we wit-
nessed everyone supporting and encouraging one another 
throughout the afternoon! 



Healthy Habits/ Triple Play: David 
and Jaiden helped prepare fruit salad for 
lunch! Members also played tug of war, 
basketball, dodgeball and many more 
games. Mr. Jason introduced a new game 
to the members called Pie Face Dodge-
ball! The members have a friendly com-
petition of dodgeball, the losing team 
and the director must get a pie to the 
face! The girls won the game, so the 
boy’s team captain had to get pied! 
The girls were a good sport and also 
took pies to the face! 

LGBT PRIDE ~ My Future 

Members participated in many projects 
on my future! Their favorite was drawing 
pictures and making posters to support 
our beautiful LBGT community that we 
love and could not function without! 
 

Members got a chance to share about an 
amazing person in their life! We wrote 
poems, and tie-dyed shirts and socks! 
The Shirts and socks represent we are 

tied in together no matter who we choose  
to love or like……we are one! 

June 2021 

Member of the Month:  
This month was tough, for our unit have 5 solid members that demonstrated every quali-
ty for member of the month. For the month of June Kylie and Paris will hold the title as 
Members of the Month. These 2 beautiful young ladies have been a part of our club since 

January. Their sweet yet outspoken spirits make our club flourish. Paris is a 10th grader that 
attends Bridgeport High School. Kylie is a 3rd grader that attends Herig Elementary. You can 
catch Paris helping members at lunch and monitoring the hallways. You can find Kylie running 
through the club with her super big smile and brightening up everyone’s day! The staff is hap-
py that these 2 young ladies are a part of our family! 

SmartGirls make smart future leaders! This month for Smart 
Girls, our members learned how to detangle, braid, bead their 
hair!   SMARTGirls is a small-group health, fitness, prevention/
education, and self-esteem enhancement program designed to 
meet the developmental needs of girls ages 8 to 18. Through dy-
namic sessions, participatory activities, field trips and mentoring 
opportunities with adult women, Club girls explore their own and 
societal attitudes and values as they build skills for eating right, 
staying physically fit, getting good health care, and developing 
positive relationships with peers and adults. 



Photography this month was quite exciting as well. One 

of the activities were a magnetic tower building activity. 

All members would collaborate building the tower and in 

the process of it being made, pictures were being taken 

during the construction of the tower. 

Last but not least, our emotion scooter 

frenzy was for session 4 of our Be a Star 

program. Each scooter passed out to a 

member represented different types of 

feelings and the levels of feelings. 

In this month of June, members and I went into 

the gym to play a game of four-corner dodgeball for 

our activity during Be a Star session.  That session 

was, “The Mood Meter”, instead of creating a 4-

corner chart/meter, we played the game 4-corner 

dodgeball. Each corner represented 1 of 4 emotions 

or moods and each team would battle.  



Something big that we focused on this month was our Key-

stone Club and their leadership.  This consisted of a virtual 

meeting with a recruiter from the University of Michigan and 

mock job interviews at Panda Express.  Our Keystone mem-

bers got the chance to sit down with the UofM recruiter and 

ask her questions regarding college, how to apply, and even 

life on campus questions.  Easy to say, we think they may 

have some new UofM fans!  Keystoners were also able to visit 

Panda Express in Bay City and sit down with Mario (general 

manager), for a mock job interview.  They learned about the 

interview process, what they should wear, what’s expected of 

them at an interview, and more.  We can’t wait till next month be-

Lastly, as per a member’s request to share, Pin-

conning ran an alcohol awareness session as well 

as a prescription drug abuse session, that both fo-

cused on the effects they have on the body.  At 

the end of both sessions members were given the 

option to try and navigate an obstacle course with 

either alcohol impaired goggles or prescription 

drug impaired goggles.  They had no idea just how 

hard it was going to be.  One member said that 

they would like to do the session again many 

times. 

For July we will still be working with our Keystone 

Pinconning focused their prevention efforts in June on com-

pleting the Smart Moves Substance Abuse surveys and feed-

back as well as focusing on our Keystone Club.    

As stated in the month of May’s highlights, Pinconning was 

picked as 1 of 5 pilot sites in the entire nation to run the 

Smart Moves Substance Abuse curriculum.  This month we had 

a follow-up meeting with BGCA to go over and discuss what we 

thought of the program and any changes we/the members felt 

would be beneficial.  Our member’s gave critical feedback that 

allowed us to help shape the program that will become availa-

ble to everyone else in the fall.  They inputted their ideas and 

some of them made it through to be added to that program! 

For July we will still be working with our Key-
stone Club with some other community service 
activities as well as leadership opportunities.   


