
Summer Brain Gain- Members had multiple fun activities this month. A 
fan favorite was our “Rainbow Fish” activity. Members loved this book 
and loved creating their very own rainbow fish even more. We had a blast 
learning sign language with Miss. Jordyn.  They read through a sign lan-
guage book and learned basic signs. By the end of that week members 
were able sign complete sentences.  

S.T.E.A.M: Members created different construction paper  crafts with 
& also spent a day creating their very own bird masks. The members even 
created “tiki torches”. One activity had the us spend the day being FBI 
Agents and Investigators and dug deep into forensics. They created hidden 
messages with kits donated by DOW and were even able to create finger 
prints of “suspects.” 

Triple Play: Members spent a lot of time this 
month challenging staff and other members to 
games in the games room. Cornhole was a big 
part of our month! The member like doing all 
games that involve the cornhole boards. Sharks 
and minnows was the most requested gym game 
this month. The members enjoyed changing the 
name of the game slightly every day to make it sil-
ly. Miss. Carlie even ran a yoga class with the 
members. They really enjoyed having that time to 
take a deep breath and relax. 
 
Members loaded up in buses in the morning and 
spent the majority of the day at CoMerica Park 
watching Detroit Tiger baseball and enjoying yum-
my snacks. “Thank You Zehnders” for the donation 
it was very generous! 

One of our smart girls, Zaidreyhana, interviewed 
a professional golfer at the Great Lakes Bay In-
vitational. She did amazing and the crowd loved 
her. This was such a rewarding and great experi-
ence for our young teen member. After the inter-
view she got to enjoy watching some profession-
al golf and of curse enjoyed many snacks. She 
even got the opportunity to meet the CEO of 
Dow and Governor Whitmer. 

July  2021 

Member of the Month: Lexi Wood 

Lexi is an absolute joy to have around the club. She is one of our biggest helpers. 
You can usually find her in the art room or games room. She loves to do crafts and 
make slim! We can always count on Lexi to have an uplifting and positive attitude. 
She is also a junior staff in training and is constantly helping other members and 
staff. We are so happy to have Lexi as a part of our club.  



Field Trips - Our field trips continued this month with trips to Bay Sail, the Chil-
dren's Zoo in Saginaw, and Dow gardens/Whiting Forest in Mid-
land.  We loved being able to take the members out into our 
area and experience some of our beautiful attractions.  Bay Sail 
was by far the biggest hit with their Science under Sail pro-
gram.  Captain Matt took us up river instead of out to the Bay 
which was so pretty and interesting.  We saw bald eagles and beaver 
dams and did all kinds of tests on the P.H. levels of our water. 
 

Detroit Tigers - For the first time in a very long time we were able to take 
a group of deserving members to a Detroit Tigers Game.  Despite the 
changes the stadium has made to protocols the experience was great.  It 
took what seemed like forever to get the kids 
money onto prepaid cards but once we did they 
enjoyed the food and souvenirs available.  They 

were super excited to get up on the big screen several times and 
kept dancing and waving and singing like there was no tomorrow 
waiting for their next chance at fame on the big board. 

Butterfly Release - This summer we had several observation stations that 
went with our Summer Brain Gain lessons.  Our most popular and most suc-
cessful station was our butterflies.  We received caterpillars in the mail and 
got to watch them eat and grow, then turn into crystallises, and finally emerge 
as butterflies.  The whole process was amazing to watch and the kids and 
staff learned so much.  Once the butterflies wings were dry and they were ac-
tive we released them into our butterfly garden at Garber next to the green-
house.  It was spectacular. 
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Member of the Month: Madelyn Grifka.   

Madelyn is 8 years old and going into the 3rd grade at Verellen Elementary.  She is 
very active and competitive and was even the only female participant in the school's 
football mini camp session.  She loves to help clean up at the end of the day and 
help staff call for kids being picked up over the walkie talkie.  Any time we do art 
she wants to be part of it and was our most avid reader in our project learn activities 
this summer.  Congratulations Maddy!!!  

LPGA Week - Our kiddo’s had so much fun 
playing golf and doing golf themed activities this 
month for LPGA.  We built a golf hole with a par 4 
that our sphero robots had to maneuver 
through.  We practiced driving with real clubs and 
kids plastic clubs, and built a put-put course using 
books and other things for project learn.  Then 
we took two girls to the SOAR event for LPGA in 
Midland.  The girls I took with me were so excit-
ed to meet Governor Whitmer and watch the 
professionals golf.  The whole club had a blast. 



YMCA Swim Time 

Kids CampUs had been given the opportuni-
ty to have our members go to the YMCA 
and swim. We are at the YMCA for an 
hour and when we are there the kids have 
the first 30 minutes learning about swim 
safety. The kids love having open swim 
after the swim safety lessons. They en-
joy the time being together with their 
friends and playing Marco Polo. 

ART  
Our members always looks forward to hav-
ing art hour with Ms. Cassie. In art, we had 
a day when we painted jewelry boxes and 
the kids love having paint day. On Wednes-
day, we have   Ms. Five who volunteered 
to help with art. Recently, the kids were 
able to paint face masks made out of clay. 
The kids loved how they were able to ex-
press themselves and their creativity. 
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Member of the Month: Aaron Churchill  

Aaron Churchill has been an outstanding member to have here at the club. He is 

always looking for the next adventure and participating in the activities. Aaron is 

an excellent young man who is friendly and full of energy. He loves our technolo-

gy hour and he is always trying to develop new games with his friends. ! 

STEM  
We received Stem Kits from Dow and all the members were 
happy to receive them. They love making volcanos and building 
robots out of the kits. In our stem hour, we did lots of engineer-
ing. The kids use their imaginations and build amazing houses 
out of legos. We have been able to make a stress ball filled with 
orbeez. We realized how much fun the kids have playing with 
orbeez so when we decided to play a game; the kids had to find 
a marble out of the pool of orbeez. 



Leagues have wrapped up: Our CoEd 
Dodgeball and Flag Football showcase 
some of the best sportsmanship and leader-
ship skills anyone can ask for and this year 
was no exception.  With 2 games (each per 
week), we were able to keep the youth fo-
cused and engaged! 

Healthy Habits:  Adding to our strawberry 
harvest, we have reaped zucchini, peas, 
green beans, peppers and the occasional to-
mato!  (August will wrap us up with melons, 
a plethora of tomatoes, grapes and cauli-
flower. 
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Member of the Month: Rachel Raymer 

Rachel is a 5 year member of the Pinconning Unit, she is going into the 7th grade 

at Standish-Sterling Middle School and aspires to study medicine in her post-high 

school career!  Rachel can be found participating in every activity at the Club.  

Yes every activity ~ there is nothing that she is not willing to try.  She excels with 

assisting our team, encouraging others to try new things and making others feel 

like the Club is their own.  Congratulations for the 3rd consecutive year Rachel! 

Summer Brain Gain and Project Learn 
Programming is in full effect!   

 
STEAM in full swing this summer!  So far the mem-
bers are deeply engaged in learning all about Michigan 
(did you know Michigan almost had it’s own poem)?!  We 
conduct daily activities coinciding with a weekly book lent 
to us by the Pinconning Branch of the Bay Co Library Sys-
tem. 

Field Trips:  
 

Nothing makes us feel more 
“normal” this summer than the abil-
ity to go on field trips!  We are very 
fortunate, once again this year to attend 
the LPGA SOAR Summit in Midland and a home De-
troit Tigers game at CoMerica Park!  The joy of laughter and 
conversations are priceless and we know the memories will 
last a lifetime! 



Healthy Habits: For the month of 
July, members played Healthy Bingo, made fruit 
salads, danced, and received a well-balanced 
breakfast and lunch provided by the Saginaw 
Public School. Members participated in 
workouts such as; jumping jack challenge, walk 
around the world & the running man chal-
lenge. Members completed worksheets 
about hygiene, healthy habits word search 
and went over hand washing techniques 
YouTube Videos are also offered, these 
includes hygiene, hand washing, healthy 
food choices, germs and healthy snacks.  

Summer Brain Gain ~ MyFutures 

Members participated in a variety of activi-
ties on my future platform. Many of the 

members is learning how to upload their 
projects. We now have a laptop for mem-

bers to login to my future to turn in all their 
hard work they completed over the sum-
mer. The Mouse Skill challenge is a big hit 
at our club. Members participated in BGC 

week book BINGO 
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Member of the Month:  
Meet Chase S. Chase is 8 years old! He will soon be going to the 4th grade. Chase 
has been working super hard to become Member of the month! He has made many 
positive changes in his attitude and has become a positive leader for his peers! We 
the Staff at The Boys & Girls Club is very proud of Chase transformation! Thank 
you, Chase, for rocking it out in July!!!!!  

Triple Play: Members competed in sports such as soccer, basketball, 
dodgeball, potato sack races, hula hoop challenges and more. Many 
members were becoming frustrated about losing. This month we fo-
cused on teamwork and communication. Members learned the best 
way to win is to communicate and have a game plan. Members also 
learned that they are teachers! When your teammate is feeling sad, its 
okay to give them positive words of encouragement.  



Due to many requests, we have played “Emotion Ball” (Four 

Corner Dodgeball). How do you play? Glad you asked. How to 

play: First, you have to set four corners and different emo-

tions and choose your teams. Once teams are picked and 

made, set 3 of the same colored dodge balls and have each 

ball represent a player and what they’ve felt the day prior. 

Once that’s set, let the game begin. 

For the month of July, the members and I have 

done some activities together learning about to-

bacco products and what they do to the human 

body. The members came up with a design to put 

on a poster and wrote down many facts about to-

bacco products and what they do.  

Last but not least, in the games room, we played 

solution corn hole toss. Basically there will be 3 

lines the members have to toss behind and each 

line has a solution to a question asked by myself. 



Our Keystone members were able to once again 
attend a mock interview. This interview was a 
little different than the one at Panda Express. 
They got the opportunity to go to Old Navy and 
talk with Michael, Assistant Manager/
Customer Operations, about work life at Old 
Navy. After their “orientation” they were sent 
out into the store to find three different out-
fits, an interview outfit, first day on the job, 

and first day of school. They had to leave their interview 
outfits on and then participate in a group interview. Old Navy actually does group 
interviews so they were treated just like any person applying for the job. They an-
swered some questions and then they proceeded to end the day with a friendly com-
petition of “Dress the Mannequin”. They were split into three groups and each group 
had to dress their mannequin in an outfit fit for the floor (this is something Old Navy 
also does in the interview process). The members had a blast and when they were 
finished they were treated to a pizza party courtesy of Old Navy. This experience for 
them was so much fun and we had a blast just getting to watch them. We will be re-
turning to do this again. 

Lastly, to end the month, the Annual Keystone Conference took 
place. The 2021 Keystone conference aimed to encour-
age teens to rise up in the face of adversity and to pro-
vide them with a sense of hope and excitement about 

their future. The conference recognized and celebrated 
teens from across the movement who have demonstrat-

ed exemplary leadership in academic success, career 
preparation, and community service. We chose the ses-

sions we would like to attend and the ones chosen 
were: Racial Equity and Social Justice, Overcoming the 

Virtual Drain, Ultimate Trivia, Mental Health, and 
Smart Girls. We’re excited and can’t wait till next year 
to do this again, and maybe we will have the opportuni-
ty to send our Keystoners there to attend it in person!   

Pinconning focused their prevention efforts in July on the 

Photography Program, Keystone, and Be Fit Festival. 

The members of the Photography program spent a majority of 

their time taking pictures in the garden as well as pictures of 

activities happening around The Club. The garden has started 

producing zucchini, peppers, green beans, cauliflower, and 

tomatoes. The members were taking pictures of the garden to 

capture how green and healthy it has gotten. They were espe-

cially surprised by how big the zucchinis are growing.   

For August we look forward to our Be Fit 
Festival and few other activities we have 
planned.   


