
Smart Girls- We started up Smart Girls on February 15th for any female members ages 8-12 to teach the girls 
health, fitness, prevention/education and self-esteem. The girls have only done the introduction session so 
far but have plenty of fun and educational sessions ahead. We have been working with our teen girls specifi-
cally to keep drama away from the Bay City unit. The girls had the chance to sit with a couple female staff 
members and talk about activities they want to do such as yoga, Zumba, tie die shirts and etc. The teen girls 
do this every Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday. 

Passport to Manhood- We started up Passport to Manhood on February 15th for any male members 8-12 
who need help in building character, leadership, and positive behavior. They participated in 2 sessions the 
introduction session and stereotypes session where they got a chance to play charades and guess different 
careers. We run this program every Thursday. 

Girl Scouts- We continued our partnership with Girl Scouts (Virtually). They plan activities for girls in 1st-6th 
grade. Girls get a chance to do these programs over Zoom and interact with others from our units. 

MyFuture- We started up a computer program called MyFuture, it is a website/program where you find ac-
tivities based on what you want to help teach that day. It can be anything from Art to Coding for all ages, to 
lessons on Drivers Training for the teens! If you want ideas on any activities MyFuture.net is the place to go! 

NYOI Survey- This month we started our NYOI survey where the kids get to fill out a survey and place their 
opinion on their Club. 

Triple Play- We run triple play in 2 areas in our Club; the gym and games room. In the gym we like to play a 
lot of basketball, dodgeball and sharks and minnows. In the games room we like to run tournaments in pool, 
air hockey, and ping pong, to try and get the members to socialize and get to know each other more and 
build social skills. 

Teen Night- We continued our teen nights! Our hours are 3pm-7pm for all ages and teens get an additional 2 
hours from 7pm-9pm to be able to get their Cub to themselves. Most of the boys play 5 on 5 basketball and 
the girls get a chance to hangout socialize and do Smart Girls activities. 

Power Hour- We open at 3pm and start the day off with Power Hour where members 
come in and get help with any homework they have that day.  

Busing- We continued our partnership with State Street and their bus brings us around 
10 members daily. We continued our partnership with Bay City Academy and their bus 
brings 15-20 members daily. 

Member of the Month  
For the month of February, the member of the month is Zaidreyhana! She is a mem-
ber who is very involved with all kinds of activities including Smart Girls, Triple Play, 
and Art. She is always offering help to staff with anything possible and is very friendly 
to all other members as well. She tries to be nice and goofy as much as possible to 
everyone she surrounds herself with. 
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Valentines Day:  In a normal year this would be all about our Valentine’s party.  Unfortunately we didn’t 
have a party all together.  But we did exchange Valentines in our groups, ate cupcakes, and made super awe-
some Valentines cards for our parents and loved ones.  The kids had a blast making the paper look unique by 
marbling it with shaving cream and food coloring.  Then they got to add their pictures to it and draw heart 
balloons making it a wonderful gift instead of just an ordinary card. 
 
Random Acts of Kindness Day:  This year since we don’t really want the kids going into the community yet 
and holding doors or helping the elderly with groceries, we decided to make cards and letters in a giant show 
of love and support for our most recent Garber graduates who entered the military.  The community has five 
2020’ graduates who are either in boot camp or have finished boot camp and are doing specialized schooling 
for the jobs they were given in the military.  We made posters showcasing these five young adults. Then the 
members heard a brief biography of each of them before making cards and letters of appreciation and sup-
port.  The letters were sent out to all five of them and the members are hoping to get a response back. 
 
Snow Days and Cold:  The members love nothing more than going outside to 
play.  Especially when there is lots of snow and big snow piles.  While most of the 
month was too cold to enjoy the outside, we did take them out every chance we 
got.  Their faces make even us love the snow. 

Member of the Month:    
Our Member of the Month is Mikaela S.  Mikaela is 10 years old and in the 4th 
grade.  She is one of the most responsible children I’ve ever met.  She does her 
homework in Power Hour every day before she’s even told to.  She loves doing art, 
and being in the Smart Girls program.  Mikaela is a very kind, helpful, funny girl.  She 
includes everyone in everything she does and even though some of her best friends 
aren't always the nicest people she always tries to lead them the right way and stop 
potential arguments before they start. She’s been a member since she was 6 years 
old, and we absolutely enjoy having her here with us.  She’s like the sunshine at the 
end of a tunnel.  Congratulations Mikaela!  
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Power Hour: Power hour has been very successful at Kids CampUs. We initially started in every room for the 
first hour of the day, but decided to narrow it down to just one room so the kids had a quieter space to work. 
They seem to really enjoy having power hour in the STEM lab and have the help of Miss Madeleine. 
 
SMART Girls: We had our first SMART girls session this month! Our first session was cooking and etiquette. 
We made breakfast banana splits and the girls loved them. While they were crafting their banana splits, we 
talked about table manners and the do’s and don’ts of a dinner party. The girls practiced using their manners 
when their toppings were being brought around to them. They had a blast and it was a great way to start off 
SMART Girls. 
 
Passport to Manhood: The first Passport to Manhood session was great. The boys learned about proper hy-
giene and practiced shaving with a balloon. Only a few of them managed to pop their balloons while shaving 
and ended with shaving cream everywhere! Mr. Brion explained to them that pushing too hard while shaving 
can cause you to hurt yourself and seeing the balloons pop helped them realize pretty quickly. The boys 
loved their first session and have been so excited to continue the program. 
 
Valentines Day: We had our own Valentines party. The kids played pin the lips on Mrs. Valentine and got 
their faces painted. Whoever got the closest to pinning Mrs. Valentine's lips got to choose between a Valen-
tine balloon or stuffed animal. They all got their own personal valentine from me as well! It was such a fun 
party. 
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Member of the Month:    
February Member of the month is Terrianna! She has been a member for a cou-
ple of years now and this is her very first member of the month award. Every-
day she comes in with a smile on her face and asking where she can help. She 
always seems happy to be at the Club and is kind to all of her peers. It was great 
to award Terrianna with member of the month for February.  



In Pinconning, February found us in full swing!   We began SMART Girls and Passport Programming.  We are 
continuing to collaborate with Girls Scouts as well.   NYOI (National Youth Outcomes Initiative) Survery's 
started to help us better understand the needs of our members and how our Club is doing in the areas of 
Fun, Recognition, Opportunities, Supportive Relationships and Safety! 

Speaking of safety, we partnered with American Red Cross and held Fire and Emergency Safety - instructor 
lead training on disaster preparedness for children. This helped children learn what to do in the event of a 
fire, tornado, flood, or power outage. 

Our Club members participated in MyFuture (BGCA) programming in Leadership and Black History Month 
challenges.  Club members completed sessions in photography / identity, lyricism/rap and stand up/speak 
out.  The young people are having a great time completing their challenges and learning at their own pace 
some of the very life skills we have been incorpo-
rating for years! 

STEM and Project Learn Grants:  Club members are 
participating daily STEM challenges as well as litera-
ture and soft skills enhancements to comply with 
our current grants. 

Member of the Month:    

Member of the Month for February 2021 is Honey!  Honey is the president of 
Keystone and very active in Junior Staff, Smart Girls and nearly all activi-
ties throughout the Club.  Honey is a positive influence on all of members and 
excels at enlightening each and every person she encounters with her thoughts 
and visions during Youth for Unity programming.  Honey aspires to attend Bowl-
ing Green University in Ohio to study Criminal Justice and serve her community 
and their safety.  Congratulations Honey!  
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Arts & Crafts/Girl Scouts: The month of February was full of cool art crafts and projects. Members made Val-
entine’s Day cards for their love ones. Members also made a robotic 3-D hand using, strings, construction 
paper, tape, and straws. The straws served as joints in the hand. With the pull of the strings the robotic hand 
moved and functioned just like a human’s hand. Members also learned how to code their names using num-
bers and symbols. Members also colored pictures of inspirational people that helped influence the Civil 
Rights movement.  

Black History Month/ Reading program: Members participated in many Black History projects, games, mov-
ies and reading books. This month members read the story of the late baseball player Jackie Robinson. Mem-
bers also joined a poetry club where they write their own speeches and poems. Our unit had a fabulous 
speech History speech for My Future contest. Hopefully when we return, our members can wear their shirts 
and recite their speech about the life and legacy of Ermias Joseph Asghedom. Members also learned that 
they are the history and the future that can change the world. 

Wednesday Church Service: Pastor Dave piloted his first Wednesday Church service for our members. 22 
members participated in an hour session that was based on morals and ethics. Members watched a short 
movie and answered questions about the film. The members were so happy and delighted to return to a 
church setting, for most of the members have not sat in church since March 2020. Pastor Dave was very en-
gaging and entertaining! Our members had a blast and can’t wait until the next session. 

Scavenger Hunt: Coach T revamped the scavenger hunt game! Boy was it fun! Members went to different 
stations completing tasks to advance to the next round. 
Members then had to find a staff member that had ques-
tions and clues to help them advance to the last round. Each 
member that made it through the scavenger hunt won 

Member of the Month:   

Meet Aiden (Big Money)! Aiden is 9 years old and has been a member at our Club for 2 

years now! He excels in our unit with his kind, caring, and giving attitude. You will most 

likely find Aiden in the gym, where he likes to display his extraordinary skills. Aiden is so 

good in basketball, that he shares the floor with the best of the high school players in 

the Great Lakes Bay Region. If he is not playing basketball, you can find him helping 

Coach T. Frequently you can see him checking on his little brother Chase and guiding him 

to follow the club rules. He likes the YouTuber Funny Mike and his favorite subject is 

math (he loves to count money). His favorite color is red. Aiden has a huge heart and the 

staff at our Club know for certain he is destined for greatness. Aiden stated his favorite 

athlete is…….. Aiden! He is our favorite athlete too!  
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Smart Moves: Emotional Wellness: In the month of February, the ages 8-12 have been doing this 
program in different sessions. Each session took 45 minutes to an hour to complete each day 
we’ve met to do the program. This is what we have done in this month; 

Session 1- Building your Group Agreements: Discussing how we all want to feel and how eve-
ryone makes promises on how to treat each other and make others feel good. We created a 
team group agreement to help themselves and to help the kids at the club, school, and family 
members. 
 
Session 2- Feeling Faces: Youth will be able to name and recognize emotions of themselves 
and others, learned how to express and identify their emotions, and learned other emotions 
besides to normal emotions such as; happy, sad, mad, etc. We played a jeopardy game and 
guessed which feeling went with the description. 
 
Session 3- Emotions Head to Toe: This lesson explains how to describe their emotions and 
teaches youth how to express the feeling in their bodies. The activity was a coloring activity. I 
listed a bunch of colors that were feeling and had the kids color an outline of a body and 
where they are feeling those emotions. 
 
Session 4-Coping Methods: We discussed some coping methods/strategies that could make 
them feel better and some that could make them feel worse. We discussed and listed strate-
gies that could help make them feel better. 
 
Session 5- Magic Carpet Ride: In this session, we talked about how to create positive coping 
strategies and learned how to positive self-talk to ourselves. The activity was to have them go 
on a carpet (imaginary) and say three things that make them happy and how it could help oth-
ers too. 
 
Session 6- My Superhero Self: In this session, we talked about a solution to find a happy 
place, word, world, or activity to do when angry, sad, or mad. The activity we did was building 
masks to protect or cover their identity. When they were making the face masks, we were 
talking about their favorite superheroes. 

 

Other Exciting News: On February 1st and February 15th, our prevention team discussed future 
plans and activities for the upcoming year of 2021. Some things that we talked about were our 
annual Be Fit Festival and other cool activities that will be fun and exciting throughout 2021.  



Smart Moves – The main program we focused on was Smart Moves for our youth during this pro-
gram we took the initiative to provide our youth ownership by coming up with their own group 
agreements while in the program such as respecting others and yourself, be engaged etc. For this 
activity members would take pictures using our DSLR cameras to help demonstrate what these 
rules or agreements might look like and what not to do which helped identify why rules are im-
portant in our life to help keep us safe physically and emotionally. 



Pinconning focused their prevention efforts in February decision making and resistance and re-
fusal skills. This month it worked out that both the K-2nd grade group and the 3rd -5th grade 
group focused on the same material. Then to end the month our Torch Club delivered some sup-
plies to a local place in need.  

During the decision making unit of the Smart Moves program members worked on analyzing in-
fluences on their decisions. They worked through the positive and negative consequences of 
different scenarios presented to them that they may have to deal with at home, school, The Club, 
etc. Next they worked on the “FREEZE” portion of decision making. This includes: listing, compar-
ing, and choosing what happens for each of our decisions. So, once again they were given differ-
ent scenarios where they would have to apply their new technique. First, they’d need to list all 
the ways they could make the decision. Then they would have to compare their choices by think-
ing about what would happen with each of their choices. Lastly, they would have to choose the 
best option. 

For the resistance and refusal skills section of the program, members learned how to effectively 
say “no”. They took pieces from a previous section on how they should present themselves in an 
uncomfortable situation and these were: Stand tall, focus your body on the other person, use a 
strong firm voice, and use kind words. They took all of those steps and now added it to “say no”, 
“say why”, “leave”, and “feel proud”. The biggest thing was that they needed to feel proud and 
confident in why they wanted to make the correct decision to leave that situation and to not sec-
ond guess what they did even if a “friend” said otherwise.  

Our Torch Club held a meeting in early December looking for ways to help out in their community 
and surrounding areas. The group took a vote and decided they wanted to help a local Animal 
Shelter. They sent home notes with all the members showing what the Arenac Animal Control 
needed most. This included lots of food with no dyes and gloves. They spent the entire month of 
December and part of early January collecting items in bins that were made to look like doggy fac-
es at our Club and also a local business. Once all the collecting was done we took the Torch Club 
President, and the Torch Club Event Plan-
ner to help drop off all the items that were 
donated. They got to see some furry 
friends and actually made plans to go back 
this summer and help with the animals. 


