Project Learn - While Project Learn was a little more sporadic
this month because of all the fun Christmas season things happening, our favorite lesson was a STEM activity that went with
the book “How to Catch a Snowman”. The kids were given
random supplies like blocks, lego’s, pipe cleaners, clothespins,
etc… and told to make a snowman trap anyway they thought
would work. Most of them even built a snowman either to capture or to use as bait.

Christmas Party - The members had a great time at our reindeer games themed Christmas party this year. We had pizza
and hot cocoa (Not a great combination in my opinion but
that’s what they voted on) and had “minute to win it” games
and reindeer themed races and competitions in the gym. We
also made reindeer food for the kids to take home for Santa’s
reindeer.

Robotics — Robotics State Competition: Our team the Jedi
Younglings made it to the State Competition held in Mason, MI. We did not walk away with any awards or the
ability to move on, but the kids had a great time and we
made sure to walk away with a ton of ideas for what to
expect and what to improve on for the next time.

Member of the Month: Maaliyah S.
Maaliyah is 8 years old and in 3rd Grade. Her favorite things to do at the Club is to
talk to the Staff and do art. Her favorite subject at school is Music and Mindfulness. Her favorite colors are blue, purple, and pink. Maaliyah likes the books
“Ghosts”, and “Stepping Stones”. This is her first year at our school and our Club
and we are so happy to have her. She is very helpful, kind, caring, and respectful. Congratulations Maaliyah!!!
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Power Hour / Project Learn / My Futures
Our members started our very short month of December with a
field trip to the Pinconning Library. While they were there, they
enjoyed petting and feeding the reindeer. It even coincided with
our Project Learn book for that week; Santa Comes to Michigan.
The book was all about how the reindeer brought Santa from the
North Pole, through Canada and then through all the different cities in
Michigan. The kids had fun with the reindeer while learning about new
cities in Michigan!
They are also uploading Project Learn completed to MyFutures and enjoying seeing their accomplishments there as well! Check them out on the MyFutures platform from BGCA.

Throughout the month of December, we kept a holiday theme for
our crafts in the Art / STEAM room. The kiddos quickly got into the
holiday spirit by forming a “small choir” when singing every day
during their art session. It was beautiful to see the art and listen
the carols from the kids. Their favorite crafts included: the gumball machine ornament, Santa’s list, and reindeer ornaments, just
to name a few.
Money Matters is going strong on Wednesday’s with Kayla from Independent
Bank. She is leading our youth through conversations and goal setting in topics
such as; credit scores, budgeting and to expect the unexpected (have an emergency fund). These lessons are priceless whether you are 8 or 18 years of age.
Physical Fitness: Dodgeball, Yoga, Kickball and Yes, Basketball
highlighted our December programming in Triple Play! We even conducted “Set a Record” contests to help us promote recognition
throughout the Club. In December those record items included:
Standing Long Jump, Head Stands and Wall Sits. Congratulations to
Hunter S. ~ he unseated a previous record set in December of 2017
with 10min and 15seconds.
We finished the month with a bang; having 21 teen members participate in the UPS Road Code. The program teaches teens the potential dangers of driving, and made the lessons fun by using a board
game to keep their attention. The teens were very engaged, asked
lots of questions and lots of conversation. Even a few parents participated and contributed their life experiences with driving. It was a great
time had by all.

Members of the Month: Keaton S. & Breanna D.
Keaton has been an outstanding member since he was six years old. He holds the record
for most Member of the Month awards, with 13! Each year he continues to spread positivity to other members. Many younger members will ask him to help with homework,
play a game or simply have a conversation.
Breanna is a hardworking and dedicated member of our Club. After she finishes her
homework, you can find Breanna helping out the team in various ways. She enjoys helping at the front counter, and supporting team members in programming. Breanna is also
Pinconning’s Youth of the Year!
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HEALTHY HABITS:
For the month of December, all members participated in Healthy Habits.
They played games such as Guess the Fruit and Vegetables and
“Spaghetti Hunt” (when cooked noodles are placed in a bowl with raw
vegetables such as cherry tomatoes baby carrots, peas, corn cobbles
etc). Members played Healthy BINGO, Musical Chairs, 30 second boxing
with a boxing bag, Just Dance and much more! Weekly sessions and
workshops about healthy lifestyles and healthy eating. The sessions included germs, hygiene, oral and mental care. Each member received a
full balanced meal from the Saginaw Public Schools Daily.

Triple Play:
Triple Play This month for our Mind Body and Soul
activities, we played various games such as, pool,
basketball, Chickens Chickens, Pac Man, Dodgeball,
Just Dance and Boxing. Members learn how to play
games with rules and also learn how to display
good sportsmanship. As our members know, they
may not win every game or challenge. However,
the real winning comes from not giving up and
showing good sportsmanship, even when you didn’t place eeeefirst.

STEAM:
For the month of December members participated in an
abundance of crafts and activities. Members decorated their
shirts and sweaters with Christmas décor to participate in the
ugly sweater contest. They even made cool snowmen
(Sponge Bob Square Pants Snowmen, and Sandy the Snow
girl). The Arts & Crafts area offers coloring contest, paint projects,3D art and much more. Each month members decorate
the hallways with their art and crafts projects. This month theme was
Christmas Wonderland.

Member of the Month: Donyatta.
Please meet Donyatta! Donyatta is 10 years old. She is in the 4th grade. Our
last member of the month for the year 2021 has made a complete 360 turnaround for the good! Donyatta, made a vow to be Member of the month. She
vowed to change behavior and to be an outstanding citizen in our unit. Her word
was bond! She started leading the club with positive behavior, helping members
and staff, and started being a positive role model!
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Pinconning focused their prevention efforts in December on Triple Play, Keystone, Torch Club, and an introduction to the Photography program.
Triple Play programming gets so many of our members that
might not participate in other programs to join in and contribute
to creating new ideas and games. We play Corn Hole in our
Games Room and one member wanted to change it up. We now
have bowling styled corn hole as well. This is done by taping a
piece of cardboard to the end of the board and trying to roll 3 balls
into the hole instead of throwing bean bags. We are still playing
Last Ball Speed Ball and since December was a short month with
members we didn’t play as many games as we normally would.
We’re hoping to merge in some Healthy Habits sessions soon as well.

Our Photography Program was introduced to members that
were interested and they will be getting more in depth into
the program beginning in January. The goal is to have some
of their photos utilized in the monthly highlights.

Keystone and Torch Club.
Our Keystone members have completed their first Podcast! There has been a
delay in sharing due to technical issues however; we will have it up before the
end of January. They decided to start off with a fun topic that revolves around
a Marvel and DC debate.
Our Torch Club completed their Snowman projects that they planned on taking
across the street to the senior living residents. This unfortunately has also been
delayed due to COVID. We have been working with them to find a safe way of
delivering the gifts. Hopefully, we will have those to them soon.

January will see Keystone, Torch Club, and Triple Play continuing as well as our Photography Program participants increasing their skills with the camera and bringing us great pictures
for our highlights.

