
Camp Timbers: Ten members and three staff had the opportunity to go 
on an extremely adventurous camping trip to YMCA’s Camp Timbers. The 
members had so much fun over the weekend-long trip. Members got to 
rock climb, slide down a 30-foot slide, kayak, swim in the lake, play gaga 
ball and several other activities while interacting with our other Club mem-
bers from Bay and Saginaw County. Staff and members loved spending 
time with new people within our region and gaining confidence they could 
incorporate into their everyday lives. 

Triple Play: Members challenged staff and other 
members to various games in the 

game room and gym. Our mem-
bers love Air Hockey.  They are 
creative and created create games 
within the game of Air Hockey! 

In the gym, “Krazy Kickball” was 
the absolute fan favorite.  Even 
after other activities, such as 
Sharks and Minnows and Dodge-
ball, Krazy Kickball was highly re-
quested to play after those activi-
ties were done.  Our members got 

their exercise in! 

Project Learn: Members read Char-
lottes Web and did an art project 
making custom webs and making 
them colorful adding a spider on it. 

Be Fit Festival: Mr. Darius, our pre-
vention specialist, hosted an end of 
the summer festival celebrating the 
summers prevention programs and 
focusing on the Mind, Body, and Soul. 

August 2021 

Member of the Month: COMING SOON 

Coming soon! 



The end has come for the wonderful summer of 2021!  
 

We enjoyed the beauty of Bay City on a field trip to Tobico 
Marsh.  Our last field trip of the summer was a walk through the 
marsh and then following the bike trail to the Bay City State Park 
where we had a picnic and then enjoyed the warmth of the day 
at the spray park.  The walk was a little tiresome for some of the 
kids but they got their energy back quickly once they were able 
to cool off in the water. 
 
Mr. Collins, the Garber tennis coach, did a week-long free clinic 
for the Club Members in Essexville.  They had so much fun learning 

drills and how to hit the ball to certain spots.  Even Mr. Collins had a blast and 
is already signed up to do it again next summer. 

The kids really enjoyed the Be-Fit festival for 
prevention that Mr. Ricky put together for 
them.  They had stations where they met 
vendors and played games, a dunk tank, a 
dance party with a D.J., slip and slide kick-
ball, snacks, prizes, and officer Gokey even 
brought the fire truck and let them work to-
gether to spray the big fire hose, then of course he 
got to spray the kids with it.   

August 2021 

Member of the Month: Jude Durocher.   

Jude is in the 4th grade at Verellen Elementary.  Her favorite place to be at the Club 
is outside or in the gym.  Jude is one of the most polite and considerate Club   
members.  She’s always helpful to the adults in any area she’s in.  Jude loves to 
read and always does her homework in Powerhour before going to play with her 
friends.  The words I would use to describe our Jude are: caring, helpful, happy, 
smart, giving, responsible, and respectful.  She’s beautiful inside and out.   

And last but not least for August we went to Camp 
Timbers through a partnership with the 
YMCA on a unique program built between 
us.  We took 50 kids total from the five Units for 
3 days and 2 nights of outdoor fun and learn-
ing.  The program was aimed at teamwork, 
making new friends, and bonding together to 
accomplish tasks.  Each cabin rotated between 
a nature walk, kayaking, a climbing wall, a giant 
swing, team building course,  and time at the 
sports center.  As a whole group we enjoyed 
swimming, a campfire, smores, and a live version 
of Camp Clue.  It was a great experience and we 

can’t wait to see what next summer will bring. 



This year we had the amazing opportunity 
to go to the Detroit Tigers game with the 
members and they had a blast. It was an 
amazing experience that the members 
were able to have and experience with 
their friends. During this summer, they 
had many outdoor activities, we 
walked to the park and we played 
baseball, football, cornhole, and 
many more. We were able to go 
swimming this year at the YMCA 
and we went every week.  

We were able to have Boys Scout and Girls Scouts at-
tend our club every week. The members had an outstand-
ing experience making homemade ice cream and marsh-
mallow launchers. We had a day filled with excitement 
celebrating summer’s end: members played water kick-
ball, potato sacks race and a slip n slide. Indoor activities 
featured, face painting, chess competition and movie time.  
 
During Project Learn, we read a book for a week and at 
the end I wanted to do a special treat and the kids were 
able to make their own cupcakes. Thank you for an amaz-
ing summer, looking forward to next summer.  

August 2021 

Member of the Month: Douglas Coleman  

Douglas Coleman is an extraordinary leader within our Club. He participates in all 

of our programs but his favorite one is art. He is very creative and looks forward 

to being at the club everyday. He is a leader within his peers and he is alw 

ays willing to lend a helping hand. He is always looking for new opportunities to 

help out and be the excellent leader he is! 

Last Day Summer Program 
Our summer program came to a close on August 12th and 
the kids were more than happy to spend their summer with 
us. We had so much fun in all the activities this summer. 
Starting with going to the Saginaw Zoo and the kids getting 
to see the different animals. The members love learning 
about the animals and the habitats they live in. For some of 
our members, it was their first time visiting our community 
zoo and it was one of their favorite things to do.  



TALENT SHOW:  One of our favorite activi-
ties during summer!  Kiddos have the stage 
and they share everything!  Tongue twisting, 
tumbling, singing, dancing, story telling, piano 
playing, jokes, jumping rope, beat boxing and 
even painting.  Everyone has a gift and we are 
not afraid to share it. 

Healthy Habits:  Our garden was plentiful 
this summer!  We grew (and of course ate) 
strawberries, zucchini, peas, green beans, 
peppers, melons, cauliflower, grapes and a 

plethora of tomatoes! 

August 2021 

Member of the Month: Zekiah Nashatka 

Zekiah is a 5 year member of the Pinconning Unit, he is going into the 6th 
grade and aspires to study medicine in his post-high school career!  Zekiah 
can be found participating in nearly every activity at the Club.   He excels with 
assisting our team with daily tasks / responsibilities and encouraging others to 
try new things.   He enjoys Project Learn activities throughout the week as 
well dodgeball league.    

Summer Brain Gain and Project Learn 
 

Summer learning loss is at the forefront of our 
programming this summer.  Project Learn continued 
from the conclusion of the school year and we celebrated all 
of our Michigan with our Summer Brain Gain programs.  If 
you haven’t looked up yet ~ look up the poem that was near-
ly instated as Michigan’s State Poem ~ and I for one am go-
ing to advocate that the Blue Jay become our state bird!   

SUMMER OLYPMICS:  
Sure, the official Summer Games were held this year. 
But there is nothing more fun than our own exciting, 
friendly competitions! 

 

FIELD TRIPS: 
The Appledore was our host for the final field trip of 
summer.  The youth engaged in STEM activities 
and sailed the waters of Saginaw Bay. 
 

All 4th grade members received a FREE National Park pass to use 
with their family.  Finally, through the graciousness of Mike Kolleth, 
all members received FREE Saginaw Arts Museum access. 



Summer Sum-Up:  

20 of our members had the oppor-
tunity to attend a weekend long 
camp at CampTimbers in West 
Branch.  The Boys & Girls Club 
partnered with the YMCA and 
offered a once in a lifetime expe-
rience to our youth!    

A few of the activities and out-
comes that we experienced are:  
Community Building, Acceptance and 
Appreciation of Others, Responsibilities 

in Nature as well as Team building. 

Skills: Concentration and Patience, Strength 
via the wall climb and Fun via 
kayaking, the enormous bungie swing 
and mountain slide. 

This partnership and opportunity 
was a new experience this year and 
we are in process of working togeth-
er with the  YMCA to offer this again 
next summer! 

August 2021 

Member of the Month: Braylen B. 

Braylen B. has earned Member of the Month for the month of August. Braylen 
is in the 1st grade at Herig Elementary. His favorite activity at the club is play-
ing with Legos. This STEM builder loves to build houses with Legos. Braylen 
was present almost everyday at summer camp. His outstanding behavior 
landed him a trip to Camp Timbers!  



Basketball Pong: there is a board that has 5 cups attached and 
each cup has a different point value that members can attempt to 

get, until their 10 attempts are completed.  
 

Dunk tank: Staff members volunteered to go into the dunk tank 
and the members had the opportunity to dunk the staff. This was 

definitely a fan favorite! 
 

Face paint/Tattoo booth: Members could go to this booth if 

they completed or were waiting for other activities. 

Be Fit Festival- This summer ended with a 

nice “HOORAH”.  

At the Bay City Be Fit Festival, we’ve experi-

enced new and fun activities that focus on the 

Mind, Body, and Soul.  

Balloon darts: Each member had 1 minute to get as many points 
as possible by popping balloons with darts. 

 

Egg Race relay: This activity was sort of a “driving test” but with 
fast walking and swerving to the end goal and back all the while 

trying not to break our egg. 
 

Apple bobbing: Each member got one apple to put in the bucket 
and they had 30 seconds to get the apple without their hands. 

Healthy Habit: Members got an apple to eat– that’s a win / win!  



At the beginning of the month we received donation’s to 
use as prizes from members within the community. Dur-

ing the festival, the members were split into groups and 
rotated through; the vendor tables, dunk tank, slip and 

slide kick ball, the fire truck, snack table and a dance 
party. We found the members enjoyed dunking the staff 

at the dunk tank.  

In the month of August,  

Essexville prevention held their annual  

“Be Fit Festival”.  

When the festival was over we gathered up all the members 
at the tech hall for the prize raffle. Some of the prizes were 
a few bikes, yoga mat’s and other health and fitness related 

items. The kids had a blast with the festival and they’re 
looking forward to next year’s. Our festival is a celebration 

of promoting healthy habits to help maintain a healthy 
mind and body.  



The biggest highlight for the month was our Be Fit Festi-
val!!! This year marked our 4th annual Be Fit Festival and 
we could not be happier with how it turned out. We received 
a sponsorship from UnitedHealthCare that helped with our 
expenses. We had also been collecting donations from busi-
nesses and community members to use as prize giveaways 

for attending participants all year long. In order to win a prize 
they had to get a vendor card from the Club table and 

go from vendor table to vendor table (there were 10) and 
participate in their activity, which focused on either the 
mind, body, soul, or all of the above. After they completed 
the activity they would get a hole punched into their ven-
dor card and then drop it off into the raffle box. 

Not only did we have activities at all the vendor tables but we also 
had a bounce house obstacle course, giant bounce on balls, dunk 

tank, firetruck, police vehicles and K9. Now, normally 
the dunk tank would be the most popular attraction out 
there, but this year the vendor tables were the biggest 

hit. The members and community had a blast participat-
ing in the activities that were brought by the vendors.  

We would like to give a special thanks to our  

First Responders. 

After all the outdoor festivities were done we all went in-
side to the gym where we drew for prizes. Everyone went 

home a winner after this drawing because we had re-
ceived over 400 items to giveaway!   

Pinconning focused their prevention efforts in August 

on the Photography Program and Be Fit Festival. 

Our members in the Photography program spent most of their 
time taking pictures of Club activities as well as garden photos. 
They enjoy taking action pictures in the gym because there’s al-
ways something different to capture. The garden is still producing 
vegetables and the most popular thing they captured this month 
was a giant zucchini. Photography has been a great outlet and 
learning opportunity for all the members and many plan to rejoin 
in October when we restart the program. 

We are so excited and cannot wait 
until next year’s Be Fit Festival 


